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 By Dr.Bill Bouknight 

 

     Two heroes of the Unit-

ed Methodist renewal 

movement died recently.  

David and Jeanie Stanley 

of Musca�ne, Iowa, mod-

eled what the Bible’s “one-

flesh” marriage covenant is supposed to be.  They 

even served as execu�ve couple of United Marriage 

Encounter. David and Jeanie loved the Lord and each 

other deeply.  David, 86, died on August 26 less than 

a month a/er his beloved wife passed away on Au-

gust 4. 

     David was a long-�me member of The Confessing 

Movement’s Board of Directors.   He was a key leader 

of the United Methodists for church renewal within 

the Iowa Annual Conference.  He was also the chair-

man of UMAc�on, a division of the Ins�tute of Reli-

gion and Democracy.   

     Trained as an a4orney, David was founder, chair-

man and CEO of Pearl Mutual Funds.  Back home in 

Iowa, he was chairman of Iowans for Tax Relief.  He 

served for twelve years in the Iowa House of Repre-

senta�ves, and ran twice for the U.S. Senate. 

     The Stanleys were dedicated to spreading the 

Good News of the Gospel through a myriad of minis-

tries.  Their heart for renewal throughout The United 

Methodist Church offered those who knew them the 

great privilege of working alongside them for the glo-

ry of His kingdom!  They have le/ a great legacy for 

not only their family but for those of us who call them 

friends. 

     Please be in prayer for the Stanley family and pray 

that other United Methodists boldly carry on their 

work in hopes of seeing our beloved denomina�on 

transformed from the inside out, li/ing God’s Word 

and His Truth above all else! 
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   Liberal United Methodists know that the 

General Conference in May, 2016 may be their 

last chance to capture The United Methodist 

Church (UMC) with their radical secular agen-

da.  They are well aware that even though the American culture seems to be moving in a more liber-

al, secular direction, the UMC is actually trending in the opposite direction!  Why?  The secret is Afri-

ca.  Even as American Methodism loses over 90,000 members each year, the UMC overseas gains 

over 200,000 members annually, thanks mostly to the growing churches in Africa.  While all of the 

other American mainline denominations are losing members, the UMC, thanks to its overseas com-

ponents, keeps growing and will soon reach 13 million in membership.  Thankfully, most United 

Methodists outside the U.S. are Bible-believing conservatives. 

    Liberal United Methodists know these membership trends.  They know that most liberal churches 

in the U.S. are shrinking while conservative/evangelical/orthodox churches are either growing or at 

least holding their own.  The liberals understand that by the time of the 2020 General 

Conference, the Africans may well constitute a majority of the UMC 

and control a decisive number of votes.  Therefore, the liberals know 

that 2016 may be their last chance.  Expect them to pull out all the 

stops in Portland next May.  Don’t be surprised if they try to shut 

down General Conference with angry rainbow demonstrations.  Even 

though much of the debate will be about homosexuality and same-

sex marriage, the real issue will be the authority of Scripture. 

    Now is the time for Bible-believing, orthodox United Methodists to 

stand firm.  “Speaking the truth in love,” we must “contend for the 

faith once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 1:3).  We must not be 

intimidated if the liberals call us names and try to pressure us into un-

holy compromises with secular values.  Our authority is Holy Scripture; 

therefore, we stand on holy ground. 

    Surely God works in mysterious, wonderful ways!  One hundred 

years ago American Methodists were sending missionaries to Africa.  

No one could have imagined way back then that in 2016 the African United Methodists would rise 

up and save the UMC!  Isn’t it just like God to take the least affluent part of the UMC (Africa) and 

use it to save the most affluent, prodigal part (the U.S.)? 

     How great is our God! 

THE NEXT GENERAL CONFERENCE 

WILL BE DECISIVE 

Even though Even though Even though Even though 
much of the debate much of the debate much of the debate much of the debate 
will be about ho-will be about ho-will be about ho-will be about ho-
mosexuality and mosexuality and mosexuality and mosexuality and 
samesamesamesame----sex mar-sex mar-sex mar-sex mar-
riage, the real    riage, the real    riage, the real    riage, the real    
issue will be the   issue will be the   issue will be the   issue will be the   
authority of authority of authority of authority of 
Scripture.”Scripture.”Scripture.”Scripture.”    
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BUBBA HAS HIS PRIORITIES RIGHT 

A Prayer for United Methodist Leaders A Prayer for United Methodist Leaders A Prayer for United Methodist Leaders A Prayer for United Methodist Leaders ----    

 “Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with 

the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with 

the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace”.  

       Ephesians 6:14 & 15   

       Two unfortunate plans will be presented 

at the 2016 General Conference; either one 

would conform The United Methodist 

Church to the sexual standards of our secular 

culture.  One plan is endorsed by the Connec-

tional Table (CT), the leadership council of 

our denomination.  It is called a “Third 

Way,” and is very similar to an earlier pro-

posal called “A Way Forward,” authored by 

the Revs. Adam Hamilton and Mike Slaugh-

ter. 

       The similarities between the two plans 

are these: 

• Both would allow each annual conference 

to decide if it will ordain practicing homo-

sexuals as pastors. 

• Both would allow UM pastors to marry 

same-sex couples. 

       The primary difference between the two 

plans is that the Hamilton-Slaughter plan al-

lows individual congregations to determine if 

pastors will be permi5ed to perform same-

sex services on their premises, whereas the 

CT plan leaves the decision solely to the pas-

tor’s discretion. 

       Both plans would nullify clear biblical 

standards concerning sexual morality and 

would reject and replace Jesus’ definition of 

marriage in Ma5hew 19:4-6.   The United 

Methodist Church is the only mainstream 

American denomination that has not yet 

yielded to the siren call of a culture that has 

lost its moral foundation.  If either the CT or 

the Hamilton-Slaughter plan is approved by 

General Conference, the likelihood of a 

schism within the UMC, probably led by the 

Africans, would be vastly increased. 

        There is a be5er way.  That be5er way 

just affirms that biblical wisdom concerning 

sexual morality (and all other ma5ers) is 

vastly be5er than the so-called wisdom of our 

secular culture.  That be5er way affirms the 

Disciplinary affirmation that the Bible is “the 

true rule and guide for faith and practice.”    

That be5er way would call the Church to 

heed St. Paul’s challenge in Romans 12:2:  

“Do not conform any longer to the pa5ern of 

this world, but be transformed by the renew-

ing of your mind.  Then you will be able to 

test and approve what God’s will is—his 

good, pleasing and perfect will.” 

SEARCHING FOR A “BETTER WAY” 



 Page 4 

NEW PROPOSAL WOULD SPREAD APPORTIONMENT LOAD 
 

   Currently 90 percent of all UMC’s apportionment payments come from the U.S. 

churches.  But the primary places where the denomination is growing are outside the 

U.S.  It is predicted that by the end of 2016, there will be more United Methodists 

outside the U.S. (especially in Africa) than inside the American church. 

    Therefore, a change in apportionment payment is being proposed by the General 

Council on Finance and Administration and the Standing Committee on Central Con-

ferences.  These two agencies are proposing that the 2016 General Conference spread 

the apportionment responsibility beyond the American church.  Currently, only the 

U.S. churches operate under an apportionment formula.  Though the 76 annual con-

ferences of the Central Conferences (those outside the U.S.) contribute about 

$950,000 per year, that giving is not in response to an apportionment. 

     The new proposal would have the Central Conferences contribute to two of the 

seven apportionment funds---The Episcopal (supporting bishops) and General Ad-

ministration Funds. 

 

HOLDING BISHOPS ACCOUNTABLE 

 

       Retired Bishop Melvin G. Talbert violated clear United Methodist law when he officiated at a 
same-sex union in 2014.  Yet he was not disciplined in any significant way; nor did he pledge not to 
repeat the offense. 
        In 2013, a complaint was filed against East Africa Area Bishop Daniel Wandabula concerning 
the misuse of more than $757,000 in church funds.  That complaint is still pending and the Council 
of Bishops has offered no public statement on the matter. 
        Proposals will be brought to the 2016 General Conference designed to increase bishops’ ac-
countability.  Among those proposals are the following: 
• The Association of Annual Conference Lay Leaders would specify that if a complaint against a 

bishop is not resolved within 180 days (six months), it would automatically be referred to the 
full Council of Bishops for resolution. 

• The General Council on Finance and Administration (GCFA) would specify further that at the 
end of the 180 days, the Council of Bishops must select a panel of three bishops, one from Afri-
ca, Asia and Europe, if the bishop under complaint is in a central conference.  If the bishop un-
der complaint is in the U.S., the Council must set up a panel of five bishops, one from each U.S. 
jurisdiction, to resolve the matter.  GCF&A would further require that all costs related to this 
process come from the Episcopal Fund. 

 

       Other legislation aimed at bolstering bishop accountability is expected, including proposals 
from the various reform groups within the UMC.  General boards and agencies had a deadline of 
September 1, 2015 to submit legislation for the 2016 General Conference, and other United Method-
ists have until October 13 to turn in their proposals. 
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CHURCHES MAY FACE RISK OF LAWSUITSCHURCHES MAY FACE RISK OF LAWSUITSCHURCHES MAY FACE RISK OF LAWSUITSCHURCHES MAY FACE RISK OF LAWSUITS    

 
     One of the issues that the 2016 General Conference will have to confront is the very real possi-
bility that in the aftermath of Obergefell v. Hodges (the same-sex marriage decision by the Supreme 
Court) local churches may face lawsuits or government action designed to force them to perform 
or recognize same-sex marriages.  Recently the Iowa Civil Rights Commission declared that prohi-
bitions against discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity “sometimes” 
apply to churches.  In 2012 a New Jersey administrative-law judge ruled that a religious organiza-
tion closely associated with The United Methodist Church “wrongly denied access to its facilities” 
for a same-sex wedding. 
     With same-sex marriage now recognized as a constitutional right, and in light of Oregon’s 
awarding a lesbian couple $135,000 in damages for “emotional, mental and physical suffering” after 
a Christian bakery refused to bake their wedding cake, pastors and church leaders are anxiously 
seeking assurance from their insurance companies that they are protected.  At least one insurance 
company—Southern Mutual Church Insurance Company---which serves more than 8,400 church-
es, has indicated that there is no coverage if a church is sued for refusing to perform a same-sex 
wedding.  Their vice president of underwriting, David Karns, said on July 1: “The general liability 
form does not provide any coverage for this type of situation…we do offer Miscellaneous Legal 
Defense Coverage.  This is not liability coverage, but rather expense reimbursement for defense 
costs.  There is no coverage for any judgments against an insured.” 
      The 2016 General Conference will decide whether The United Methodist Church will continue 
to honor the biblical definition of marriage or accept the revised version dictated by the Supreme 
Court and our secular culture.  If the UMC decides to remain true to its moral and spiritual herit-
age, it must give guidance to local churches on how to avoid ruinous lawsuits. 
     (Some of the above is based on an article by David French in NATIONAL REVIEW.) 

       One of the fastest growing local congrega-

�ons in the Northeastern Jurisdic�on of the 

UMC, Wesley UMC in Quarryville, PA, has part-

ed ways with the denomina�on.  Local pastor 

Blake Deibler, who has served the church for 

20 years, leads the conserva�ve-evangelical 

congrega�on.  Execu�ve Pastor Larry Rineer 

said, “For us it really came down to the au-

thority of the Bible.  People grew dissa�sfied 

with the leadership of the general church and 

the direc�on they seemed to be heading.  It 

didn’t seem in keeping with Scripture.” 

       A/er the people at Wesley voted 441 to 5 

to leave the denomina�on, church leaders en-

tered into nego�a�ons with the annual confer-

ence.  According to Rineer, they nego�ated an 

agreement that allowed them to keep their 

new sprawling campus set on 57 acres of fields 

and woods.  The congrega�on has a $1 million 

annual budget and services a $4 million mort-

gage on its facili�es.  It now goes simply by the 

name Wesley Church. 

       The Annual Conference could have exer-

cised the denomina�on’s “trust clause” in an 

effort to retain the property and assets held 

“in trust” by the local congrega�on.  However, 

conference officials did not believe it could 

afford to service the debt or maintain the 

property.  According to Rineer, Wesley Church 

agreed to contribute a total of $100,000 to the 

Annual Conference spread out over a five-year 

period.  It will also forward appor�onment 

dollars it had retained during its discernment 

process. 

EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA CHURCH LEAVES UMC 
(Based on an ar�cle by Walter Fenton of GOOD NEWS) 
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     On August 5th, bad 
news came from Chi-
na.  Authorities in 

southeastern Zhejiang province are under a two-

month deadline to remove crosses from the ap-
proximately 4,000 churches in the region.  This 
campaign is believed to be the will of President 
and Communist Party leader Xi Jinping whose 
administration has launched the most severe 
crackdown in decades on social forces that 
might challenge the monopoly of the Party’s 
rule.  It is estimated that there are over 100 mil-
lion Christians in China after more than three 
decades of rapid growth. 
     Since most of China’s rulers are atheists, one 
would suppose that they would ignore the cross 
as a harmless sign, important only to supersti-
tious folks.  But no, even pagan atheists per-
ceive the power of the cross. 
     In St. Paul’s day, the message of the cross 
was “a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness 
to Gentiles,” and that message is still offensive 
around the world.  Even in the land of the free 
and the home of the brave, the cross offends 
many.  Frequently atheists go to court in order 
to rid all public lands, even cemeteries, of cross-
es.       
     But the offense of the cross is not limited to 
non-Christians.   At the infamous Re-Imagining 
Conference of 1993, a seminary professor de-
clared: “We don’t need to hear about somebody 
hanging on a cross, and blood dripping, and all 
that stuff.”  And when she spoke those blasphe-

mous words, the interdenominational audience 
gave her a standing ovation.   
     Why do some who identify themselves as 
Christians find the message of the cross offen-
sive?  Some of the reasons given are the follow-
ing: 
• The bloodiness of the cross offends many; 

they wish God could have found a more aes-
thetically pleasing way to save the world. 

• Some refuse to believe any doctrine that 
they cannot fully comprehend; the Atone-
ment is a mystery bigger than the human 
mind. 

• Requiring a belief in the atoning cross for 
salvation is too exclusive; many believe that 
there are numerous avenues to salvation. 

• Most Universalists oppose the message of 
the cross.  They reject hell, believing that it 
was a malicious invention of the early 
church.  They believe that God is going to 
welcome all people to heaven, regardless of 
belief or behavior; therefore, an atoning 
cross was unnecessary. 

     John Wesley seemed to anticipate that the 
cross would always be offensive to many.  He 
said, “Undoubtedly, as long as the world stands, 
there will be a thousand objections to this scrip-
tural doctrine.  For still the preaching of Christ 
crucified will be foolishness to the wise men of 
the world.” 

     Satan is the real power in the war against the 
cross.  Satan knows that the only way to prevent 
his diabolical harvest of human souls is through 

THE WORLDWIDE OFFENSE OF THE 
CROSS 

By Dr. Bill Bouknight 
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 AN ETERNAL INVESTMENT 

 

     There is only one earthly institution guaranteed to last for 
all eternity.  That is the church, the body of Christ.  All other 
institutions are earth-bound.  Your investment in United 
Methodist renewal will continue working long after you have gone to glory.  Your 
help is critical, in terms of prayer and contributions.  A regular monthly gift to The 
Confessing Movement could be your best New Year’s resolution.  For directions on 
contributing, just call our office at 317-356-9729, or go to our website at 
www.confessingumc.org and click on “donate.”  Thanks so much! 

the message of the cross.  He fears no 
other recipe for salvation.  Therefore, 
he does all in his power to distort or 
disrupt or destroy the message of the 
atoning cross. 
     Our challenge today as always is 
to “contend for the faith once for all 
delivered to the saints” (Jude 1:3).  
That faith is cross-centered.  Here are 
just a few Scriptural gems about the 
cross: 
• “Just as the Son of Man did not 

come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom 
for many” (Matthew 20:28). 

• “God made him who had no sin to 
be sin for us, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness 
of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

• “Just as man is destined to die 
once, and after that to face judg-
ment, so Christ was sacrificed 
once to take away the sins of 
many people…” (Hebrews 9:27). 

• “He (Jesus Christ) is the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins, and not only 
for ours but also for the sins of 

the whole world” (I John 2:2). 
• “You (the Lamb) are worthy to 

take the scroll and to open its 
seals, because you were slain, and 
with your blood you purchased 
men for God from every tribe and 
language and people and na-
tion” (Revelation 5:9). 

       Therefore, Christians, don’t be 
discouraged.  As long as our message 
is cross-centered, it will not be popu-
lar or politically correct or culturally 
comfortable.  St. Paul understood 
that.   He wrote: “For the message of 
the cross is foolishness to those who 
are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God” (I Cor. 
1:18).  The cross will lose its offen-
siveness only when the Lamb of God 
returns in glory.  Until then, the cross
-centered gospel is the only message 
that can deliver forgiveness, new 
birth, salvation, and personal and so-
cial change.  Therefore, LIFT HIGH 
THE CROSS! 

Therefore, 

Christians, 

don’t be    

discouraged.  

As long as our 

message is 

cross-

centered, it 

will not be 

popular or 

politically 

correct or 

culturally 

comfortable.”  
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