
 

We 
Commission on a Way Forward 

Issues Status Report 

For those United Methodists who need a reminder: The Commission On a 

Way Forward is a 32-specially appointed Commission tasked by the bish-

ops following the 2016 General Conference to seek to find a solution to 

issues that have greatly divided the church in recent times.  The church is 

deeply conflicted over doctrinal issues and issues around human sexuali-

ty, specifically the practice of homosexuality.   The Confessing Move-

ment's own Senator Patricia Miller is a member of the Commission. 

 

The Commission issued a status report in July of 2017.  Of special interest, at least to evangelicals, is a sec-

tion in the report on "What Connects Us Now: Our Common Core."  Here is the list:  
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(Con�nued from Page 1) 

Our Common Core is most encouraging to evangelicals who are concerned about classical Christian 

teaching.  With the hymns, the Articles of Religion/Confession of Faith, and the creeds, we have af-

firmed the essence of evangelical faith: Original sin, the Incarnation, the Atonement, the Resurrection, 

Salvation by Faith and Holy Living.  What more can we ask for? 

 

Well, perhaps we can ask for more.  We would like assurances that these core values and beliefs are af-

firmed by all United Methodists.  Would that it were so.  Unfortunately, the word coming from the 

blogs and statements not just of progressives, but even from some who call themselves centrists, is that 

the core that is supposed to connect us, is located someplace else, perhaps in "love" (?), perhaps in 

baptism alone, perhaps in the words of Jesus, perhaps in social holiness.   

 

The Confessing Movement would encourage discussions about the church in all its parts affirming our 

Wesleyan common core and what this means for today.  Doctrine is at the core of our disagreements.  

Let there be open conversation on things that really matter. 

 

Also of interest from the report are highlights from the theological colloquy held at Candler School of 

Theology March 9-12, 2017.  The papers from that gathering have not yet been published but will be 

available before the end of the year.  The Commission provided the following summary of these schol-

arly papers: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The full report can been found on our website at www.confessingumc.org under the Resources Tab.   
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  Looking Toward GC 2019 

 

A Special Session of the General Conference of The United Methodist Church 

will be held February 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis, Missouri.  The purpose of this 

Special Session will be "limited to receiving and acting on a report from the 

Council of Bishops based on the recommendations of the Commission on a 

Way Forward."  Per General Conference rules, the bishops’ report must be re-

leased 230 days before the conference begins.   

 

Prior to the selection of Commission members, the Council of Bishops adopted a purpose 

statement for the Commission to guide the process.  It begins with the following statement: 

 

The Commission will bring together persons deeply committed to the future(s) of The United 

Methodist Church, with an openness to developing new relationships with each other and ex-

ploring the potential future(s) of our denomination in light of General Conference and subse-

quent annual, jurisdictional and central conference actions.  We have a profound hope and 

confidence in the Triune God, and yet we acknowledge that we do this work in a climate of 

skepticism and distrust, from a human point of view.   

 

The central challenge to unity is finding a way to express our shared Wesleyan heritage in 

light of vastly different interpretations of Scripture regarding human sexuality.  The Com-

mission is not attempting to bring the church into agreement over these issues but desires 

to provide a framework within which all United Methodists can, together, do the work of 

making Disciples for Jesus Christ without forcing anyone to support beliefs and actions that 

are contrary to their conscience.   

 

According to the Council of Bishops, “We should be open to new ways of embodying unity 

that move us beyond where we are in the present impasse and cycle of action and reaction 

around ministry and human sexuality.”  They also made the following endorsement of the 

Commission’s work: 

 

“The Commission on a Way Forward is the best path for discovering God’s vision for our con-

nection. We have a strong bias toward unity, reflected in our consecration vows. We are open 

to unity being defined in new, innovative ways. We are committed to being a global church, 

respectful of the contextual realities and complexities that are inherent in such. We are driven 

by our shared mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

We are a people of prayer and enjoin the entire church to fervently pray that the Holy Spirit 

will breakthrough and lead us into a future with hope.”  

 

 



 

 NEW BOOK TRACES AND LINKS THE           

DECLINE OF AMERICAN METHODISM TO        

THE RISE OF THEOLOGICAL LIBERALISM 
Review by Dr. Riley Case 

 

Not long ago I passed an abandoned former United Methodist 
Church.  It gave me a depressed feeling because I knew that 
church when it was alive and vibrant, when the youth group was the 
envy of other churches, when the outreach ministry of the church 
made a difference in the community, when the missions program 
was strong.  But like far too many churches the church began to de-
cline, helped along by several pastors from United Methodist semi-
naries who seemed to have little commitment to a transforming gos-
pel.  The last straw was the denomination's seeming compromise 
on matters having to do with marriage and homosexuality.  Now its 
former members fill the pews of several of the area’s megachurch-
es and the building stands empty. 

 

That abandoned church may be--I hope not--a symbol of United Methodism as a denomination.  In 
his new book, The Rise of Theological Liberalism and the Decline of American Methodism," James 
Heidinger traces the story of the decline.  It is related in large part, according to Heidinger, to the 
compromising of the church's central doctrinal core.  Heidinger, the former Executive Director of the 
Good News movement, documents that decline during the past century to the present day.    

 

This is a depressing book.  It is the story of compromise, of seminaries with many different agendas 
quite unrelated to preparing ministers in gospel ways, of wishy-washy bishops, of ineffective boards 
and agencies and especially of an elite in the denomination who had lost touch with what Methodism 
once was and what was the strength of its once-mighty witness. 

 

But how is it that United Methodism is still a mighty ship?  Heidinger spends time talking about "The 
Great Deep" of Methodism.  There are winds and storms that shake an ocean's surface.  These rep-
resent contemporary fads and movements and controversies of the day.  One might suppose that the 
surface turmoil is the real ocean.  But under the  turmoil is a different ocean;  It has its own pulsations 
but remains steady despite the storms.  It is this depth that represents the real life of the ocean.  The 
Great Deep in United Methodism is the faith of the people.  This faith is not heralded in the headlines 
but it is what really sustains the church.  It is ordinary United Methodists who go about their daily 
tasks and serve their risen Lord and are faithful to the faith once delivered to the saints.  This faith is 
evangelical in nature and not even years of liberalism has been able to erase it.       

 

American United Methodism, when one gets beyond the bishops and the seminaries and the boards 
and agencies, is quite traditional and in many ways conservative in both morality and theology and 
even politics.  In one survey done by Michael Sigler some years ago a remarkable 69% of United 
Methodist laity defined themselves as conservative on both theological and moral issues.  In terms of 
politics, while the staff of some liberal boards and agency would poll at 90% Democrat, United Meth-
odist laity poll at about two-thirds Republican.   

 

Heidinger's book is a good read and would serve as a good discussion starter for persons seeking to 
understand The United Methodist Church.   
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CONFESSING	MOVEMENT	

BOARD	MEETS	IN	INDIANAPOLIS	
	

Twenty-one	members	of	The	Confessing	Movement	

board	met	July	25-26	in	Indianapolis	for	the	summer	

board	meeting.			A	great	deal	of	time	was	spent	discussing	

the	future	of	United	Methodism.			There	was	encouraging	

speculation	on	what	might	be	recommended	by	the	Com-

mission	on	a	Way	Forward,	the	bishops-appointed	special	

group	responsible	for	a	proposal	to	be	presented	to	the	

2019	specially-called	General	Conference.			There	was	

strong	agreement	that	The	Confessing	Movement	will	stand	*irm	on	issues	around	the	church's	historic	

doctrines	and	its	spiritual	identity.	This	is	in	the	face	of	de*iant	disobedience	on	the	part	of	some	annual	

conferences,	some	local	churches,	some	caucus	groups	and	some	individuals	who	have	vowed	to	resist	

the	church's	teaching,	especially	as	it	relates	to		traditional	marriage	(recognized	as	between	a	man	and	a	

woman)	and	the	practice	of	homosexuality.		

	

In	other	matters,	The	Confessing	Movement	of*icers	and	committees	for	2018	were	elected.		This	included	

a	newly	created	committee	responsible	for	preparing	a	Confessing	Movement	response	to	the	Commis-

sion	and	bishops’	recommendation	to	General	Conference	for	A	Way	Forward.		The	Confessing	Movement	

will	be	positive,	constructive	and	hopeful	without	compromising	our	commitment	to	the	orthodox	faith	

and	doctrines	and	Jesus,	Son,	Savior	and	Lord!	

Continuing Dialogue on a Way Forward  
By Patricia Miller, Executive Director       It is an honor and privilege to have been appointed by the bishops to serve as a member of the Com-mission on a Way Forward.  I feel a great weight of responsibility in this role as our recommendations will impact the future of the whole church.  The Commission has held 4 of the proposed 9 meetings as of Au-gust 1, 2017.        Our focus has been on what we have in common as United Methodists (We Confess p. 2), what we have been learning from one another and seeking to find a Way Forward without debating the issues of the practice of homosexuality and United Methodist Doctrine.        Our goals include providing separation between the conflicting segments of the church, providing Wes-leyan witness to the saving grace of Jesus Christ and providing a way for those who cannot in good con-science remain.  The Commission will make recommendations to the Council of Bishops who will, in turn, make a recommendation to the 2019 General Conference.  Ultimately, it will be the General Conference that determines how we move forward in faithfulness.  Until that time I ask that all United Methodists stay and pray for the future of our beloved denomination. 
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CELBRATE UNITED METHODISM!CELBRATE UNITED METHODISM!CELBRATE UNITED METHODISM!CELBRATE UNITED METHODISM!    
By Dr. Riley Case 

          

Reasons for Becoming a MethodistReasons for Becoming a MethodistReasons for Becoming a MethodistReasons for Becoming a Methodist  

There's a little book I like, Reasons for Becoming a Methodist by Rev. I Smith, written in 1851.  The 

major critics of Methodism in the 1850s were the Calvinists.  Smith himself was Calvinist but at 

Oberlin College he studied the doctrine of Christian holiness, based on a Methodist or Wesleyan the-

ology, and was convinced it was true.  He sought out a revival, was overwhelmed by the Spirit of God 

and was not only saved but sanctified. He then joined the Methodists.  Upon further study he be-

came impressed by the Methodist welcoming spirit in open communion, by the simplicity of Method-

ist doctrine, and by Methodism's class meetings and opportunities for spiritual development.  He 

summarized  Methodist doctrine: Man was created good but, by free will, chose evil incurring the 

penalty of a just God.  But God made provision through a Savior, Jesus Christ, who through his 

death on the cross and resurrection offered the eternal remedy for sin.  Christ's death was for all per-

sons (as against Calvinism). Through the power of the Holy Spirit it was possible to live a pure life, 

know (doctrine of assurance) that we belong to God, and have power (doctrine of Holiness) over sin.    

 

This, of course, is nothing less than historic Methodist evangelicalism.  With this, why would anyone 

want to be anything but a Methodist? 

 

Methodism as a SectMethodism as a SectMethodism as a SectMethodism as a Sect 

A man named Dorus Clark, writing in 1871, offered as fine a compliment to Methodism as I remem-

ber reading.  It was a back-handed compliment at that.  Clark didn't like Methodist doctrine (Clark 

was a Calvinist) but he could not deny the spirit of Methodism.  The book, Orthodox Congregational-

ism and the Sects, sought to explain how it was, by 1871, that Methodism was conquering the world 

while Congregationalism was struggling.  Here are his words:  

 

John Wesley…had more skill as an ecclesiastical organizer, than Hildebrand himself.   

The Methodist system implies a profound knowledge of men, and is wonderfully adapted 

to some of the most powerful instincts of the human heart.  Wesley was an Arminian,   

but he adroitly declined to make any creed for his followers.  This left the door open to   

admit an aggregation of materials into his "societies," without much regard to their       

theological beliefs.  Any man was orthodox enough for admission, if he was Methodist.  

This system, too, is adapted to the opposite poles of human nature.  It consults the pride 

of the heart to the hierarchy of its clerical aristocracy, and the humanity of Christ in 

"preaching the Gospel to the poor."  It sits enthroned in the chair of bishoprics, but      

sends it pioneers, flaming with the zeal of Zavier, into the remotest recesses of the        

wilderness.  It promptly takes by the hand every person who appears at its door, and 

treats him with such marked  Christian attention that he feels at home there at once,       

and the neophyte is secured for life.  The process is logical and sure.  The stranger is first 

introduced to the kind instructions of the "class-meeting;" thence he is transferred to the 

warmer atmosphere of the 'love-feast;" and then to the conspicuous position of the 

"exhorter's" stand.  ….The stranger is transformed into a friend, the friend into a            

catechumen, the catechumen into convert, and the convert into an apostle. 
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Comments on United Methodism of the Present : Comments on United Methodism of the Present : Comments on United Methodism of the Present : Comments on United Methodism of the Present : 
Gathered from Here and ThereGathered from Here and ThereGathered from Here and ThereGathered from Here and There    

    
This church is my "Mama."  This church welcomed me to its altar, picked me up when I was This church is my "Mama."  This church welcomed me to its altar, picked me up when I was This church is my "Mama."  This church welcomed me to its altar, picked me up when I was This church is my "Mama."  This church welcomed me to its altar, picked me up when I was 

down, prayed for me when I was ill, and surrounded my family with love.  It has been a major part down, prayed for me when I was ill, and surrounded my family with love.  It has been a major part down, prayed for me when I was ill, and surrounded my family with love.  It has been a major part down, prayed for me when I was ill, and surrounded my family with love.  It has been a major part 

of my life for forty years.  I would never abandon it.of my life for forty years.  I would never abandon it.of my life for forty years.  I would never abandon it.of my life for forty years.  I would never abandon it.    

***** 

I was coming to Sunday school with some friends.  The church paid my way to church camp and there I ac-

cepted Jesus Christ as my Savior.   I've been here ever since.    

***** 

When I saw the work of UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Overseas Relief) after a When I saw the work of UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Overseas Relief) after a When I saw the work of UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Overseas Relief) after a When I saw the work of UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Overseas Relief) after a 
tornado hit our community I was proud to be a United Methodist.tornado hit our community I was proud to be a United Methodist.tornado hit our community I was proud to be a United Methodist.tornado hit our community I was proud to be a United Methodist.    

***** 

I was preaching in a very conservative denomination.  When I went through a tragic divorce I was 

told I could never preach again.   A United Methodist district superintendent who knew me loved me 

and counseled me and then said that he believed the United Methodist Church would offer me a sec-

ond chance.  This is now my home. 

 

***** 

Anyone who goes to Asbury Seminary and sings "And Can It Be that I Should Gain An Anyone who goes to Asbury Seminary and sings "And Can It Be that I Should Gain An Anyone who goes to Asbury Seminary and sings "And Can It Be that I Should Gain An Anyone who goes to Asbury Seminary and sings "And Can It Be that I Should Gain An 

Interest in the Savior's Blood" in the seminary chapel cannot help but want to serve in the Interest in the Savior's Blood" in the seminary chapel cannot help but want to serve in the Interest in the Savior's Blood" in the seminary chapel cannot help but want to serve in the Interest in the Savior's Blood" in the seminary chapel cannot help but want to serve in the 
United Methodist Church.United Methodist Church.United Methodist Church.United Methodist Church.    

***** 

Even though this is a Congregational Church we are using the United Methodist hymnal because it is 

the best thing out there. 

***** 

I am thankful for our system of church government.  When our church was about to lose several I am thankful for our system of church government.  When our church was about to lose several I am thankful for our system of church government.  When our church was about to lose several I am thankful for our system of church government.  When our church was about to lose several 

families because of disagreements about the pastor, the district superintendent came in and families because of disagreements about the pastor, the district superintendent came in and families because of disagreements about the pastor, the district superintendent came in and families because of disagreements about the pastor, the district superintendent came in and 

guided us to reconciliation.guided us to reconciliation.guided us to reconciliation.guided us to reconciliation.    

***** 
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Purpose Statement 

         Confessing Jesus Christ as Son, Savior, and Lord.          

The Confessing Movement exists to enable The United 

Methodist Church to retrieve its classical doctrinal identity, 

and to live it out as disciples of Jesus Christ. 
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